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APPENDIX A:  DISCUSSION OF DATA 

 
 

“Beyond Iraq and Afghanistan” utilizes a combination of data on foreign fighters from 
Sinjar, Iraq, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, and the 9/11 hijackers.  Foreign fighters, as defined and 
utilized in this study, are individuals who leave their countries of origin and travel to another 
country in support of al-Qa’ida or its affiliates in order to fight Western military and civilian 
targets.  This data does not utilize information on individuals that attack Western targets in their 
countries of origin.  For example, the data extracted from Guantanamo Bay does not utilize 
information on individuals from Afghanistan, Pakistan or Iraq as there is no definitive evidence 
that these individuals were fighting on behalf of al-Qa’ida and its affiliates instead of with a local 
insurgent, militia or criminal group against a foreign occupier in their home countries.    
Additionally, those individuals born in Afghanistan, Pakistan or Iraq, cannot by definition be 
foreign fighters in their own countries.   
 
Sinjar Records: 
 

The files of foreign fighters captured in Sinjar, Iraq in the fall of 2007 provide the base 
layer for the data. Currently, the Combating Terrorism Center at West Point hosts the original 
and translated copies of these records.1 Over the course of 625 translated pages, this study found 
777 entries for foreign fighters, 563 of which I determined to be unique entries containing data 
on individuals, foreign fighters, who traveled from a country outside Iraq to battle Western 
forces inside Iraq.  The Sinjar records also provide data on each fighter’s home country, home 
city, facilitator to Iraq, date of birth, financial contribution to jihad, amount of money on hand 
when arriving, amount of money confiscated in Syria, smuggling facilitators encountered during 
transit to Iraq, prior occupation before coming to Iraq, declared duty for service in Iraq, and 
additional skills that could be of potential use to al-Qa’ida in Iraq.  
 From a data collection perspective, the Sinjar records are fraught with problems.  First, 
the Sinjar records likely fail to provide a random sample of the entire foreign fighter population 
in Iraq.  Sinjar likely provides data only from one of what is likely multiple flows of fighters into 
Iraq.  Second, Sinjar lies close to the Syrian border.  Sinjar’s geographic location may skew its 
sample of North Africans and Syrians, thereby creating a disproportionately large number in 
comparison to the rest of the foreign fighter population.  While there is no empirical proof in this 

                                                
1 The Sinjar Records can be found at www.ctc.usma.edu/   
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study, the Sinjar flow likely misses many Kuwaitis and Eastern Saudis that could move more 
directly into Iraq through the southern rather than western territories of Iraq.  Third, the 
individual Sinjar reports demonstrate clear variability within the foreign fighter sample 
depending on administrator queries and individual responses.  In the categories of money 
contributed, money on hand and money taken in Syria, there are often duplicate reports as 
applicants and administrators may have been confused what to answer in each category.  Fourth, 
there have been thousands of foreign fighters in Iraq since 2003.  While the Sinjar records are 
rich with foreign fighter information from the summer of 2006 through the fall of 2007, they are 
only a small sample in a large sea of foreign fighters.  Thus, any conclusions and resulting 
recommendations are limited by the small scope of this data and this roughly one year time 
period.   

Coding the data required some standardization across columns.  Money conversion 
utilized the XE currency converter website on January 15, 2008.2 The money categories 
(Contributed, On-Hand, and Taken in Syria) were not combined in any way for analyses because 
the individual records showed that some respondents repeated identical amounts in multiple 
categories or responded in narrative format at times.  Also, the date of birth varied between Hijra 
calendar dates and Roman calendar dates.  In converting all dates to Roman calendar, there is 
likely some variation, as the records did not correspond to dates but years.  Thus, translating the 
dates into one format required some estimation between Hijra years and Roman years.   

The variety of translators used in the Sinjar translation created enormous problems in 
removing duplicates, as there appears to be no set transliteration convention for names and cities.  
When possible, cities were recoded to one set name such as Mecca instead of Mekkah, Meka, 
Mekka, etc.   During the removal of duplicate entries, there often appeared more data in one 
record than another.  In order to maintain all the information available, the data was combined 
into a single entry where possible. Through 625 pages of coding, I inevitably made some errors 
in entries that I have yet to discover.  To continually improve the foreign fighter database, I will 
continue to look for errors and welcome feedback from other who might find errors within the 
records and my database.  
 
Guantanamo Fighters: 
 

The number of Guantanamo foreign fighters was compiled from Figure 3 of the 
Combating Terrorism Center study which lists the number of detainees by country of origin held 

                                                
2 XE website can be found at www.xe.com. 
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at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.3  Comparing this table with the twenty countries identified as 
producing foreign fighters in the Sinjar records, this study imported 315 fighters into the 
database.  The degree to which all of the individuals at Guantanamo Bay actually acted as 
foreign fighters remains in debate.  However, this study assumed that individuals with a country 
of origin other than Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Iraq that were captured in these countries were 
likely foreign fighters.  Hopefully, the hometowns of these fighters might be revealed in the 
future.  Including the hometowns of Guantanamo fighters in this study would be invaluable, as 
this would show trends in foreign fighter recruitment at local levels. 
 
September 11 Hijackers: 
 
The September 11, 2001 hijackers and their countries of origin are included in this database.  
These nineteen hijackers all came from homes of origin outside of the United States.  These 
fighters provided a different sample of foreign fighters.  Future studies will attempt to increase 
the number of foreign fighter data points by examining those foreign individuals killed or 
captured during attacks in Western countries and large terrorist attacks such as the Embassy 
Bombings, U.S.S. Cole, etc.  These data points will be continually updated in the PJ Sage 
Foreign Fighter database.     

The aggregate number of fighters was compiled and compared against open source data.    
The foreign fighter production rate utilized the CIA World Factbook for population statistics and 
the percentage of a country’s Muslim population.  Foreign fighter intensity equaled the number 
of fighters from a country per 100,000 Muslims in that country’s population.4  The “Total 
Fighter Intensity” (used as a measure in Part 1 of this study) provides the number of foreign 
fighters from Sinjar, Guantanamo Bay, and 9/11 that a country produces per 100,000 Muslims of 
that country. 
 Parts 2 through 5 of this study will use different combinations of data for analysis.  The 
sources of these data and their units of measure are listed below.  The entire database with all 
variables will be uploaded to the PJ Sage website with the release of Part 5 of this study. 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                
3 http://www.ctc.usma.edu/csrt/default.asp 
4 CIA World Factbook 
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DATA UNIT OF 
MEASURE SOURCE SOURCE 

Sinjar Records # Fighters Combating Terrorism Center www.ctc.usma.edu  

Guantanamo 
Fighters # Fighters Combating Terrorism Center www.ctc.usma.edu  

Population # People CIA World Factbook www.cia.gov  

Muslim Population # People CIA World Factbook www.cia.gov  

City Populations # People City Population Website www.citypopulation.de 

GDP Per Cap 
(Purchase Power 
Parity) 

US Dollars  CIA World Factbook www.cia.gov  

Unemployment  % of 
Population CIA World Factbook www.cia.gov  

Literacy Rate % of 
Population CIA World Factbook www.cia.gov  

Infant Mortality # deaths / 1000 
births CIA World Factbook www.cia.gov  

Currency 
Conversion US Dollars XE Website www.xe.com 

Internet Users # of Users / 
1000 people 

United Nations, Human 
Development Index, Table 13 

http://hdr.undp.org/en/media/hdr06-
complete.pdf. 

Unique IP 
Addresses 

% of unique 
IP’s SOFIR, Aaron Weisburd www.sofir.org 

Political Rights Index # (1-7) Freedom House Survey www.freedomhouse.org 

Civil Liberties Index # (1-7) Freedom House Survey www.freedomhouse.org 

Military 
Expenditure % of GDP CIA World Factbook www.cia.gov 

 


